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(57) ABSTRACT

An audio signal outputting apparatus and method for adjust-
ing an output gain of an audio signal are provided. The audio
signal outputting apparatus includes: a pulse width modu-
lation (PWM) unit which generates a carrier signal, com-
pares a signal level of the carrier signal with a signal level
of an audio signal, and generates a PWM signal based on a
result of the comparison; a controller which, based to a level
of'the audio signal, controls the PWM unit to change a signal
shape of the carrier signal to adjust a duration of a logic high
level of the PWM signal; and a switching power unit which
amplifies the PWM signal generated by the PWM unit and
outputs the amplified PWM signal.

23 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
OUTPUTTING AUDIO SIGNAL

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED PATENT
APPLICATION

This application claims priority from Korean Patent
Application No. 10-2011-0021045, filed on Mar. 9, 2011 in
the Korean Intellectual Property Office, the disclosure of
which is incorporated herein in its entirety by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

Apparatuses and methods consistent with exemplary
embodiments relate to outputting an audio signal, and more
particularly, to outputting an audio signal for increasing an
operation speed.

2. Description of the Related Art

Audio power amplifiers (amps) receive audio signals and
output audible signals, and are generally categorized into
class A, class B, class AB, and class D. Here, class D power
amps are widely used due to reduced deterioration of
amplification efficiency as compared to class A power amps,
class B power amps, and class AB power amps. Class D
power amps switch an audio signal by converting the audio
signal to a pulse width modulation (PWM) signal. Class D
power amps are also referred to as digital amps.

Digital amps are widely used because of features such as
little data conversion loss and a theoretical amplification
efficiency of 100%. In such a digital amp, it is important to
output an input audio signal without generating a signal
distortion according to the maximum output power.

SUMMARY

One or more exemplary embodiments provide methods of
outputting an audio signal for rapidly adjusting an output
gain of an audio signal without delay, and apparatuses for
outputting an audio signal by using the methods.

One or more exemplary embodiments also provide meth-
ods of outputting an audio signal for adjusting an output gain
of an audio signal while minimizing deterioration of audio
quality, and apparatuses for outputting an audio signal by
using the methods.

According to an aspect of an exemplary embodiment,
there is provided an audio signal outputting apparatus
including a pulse width modulation (PWM) unit which
generates a carrier signal, compares a signal level of the
carrier signal with a signal level of an audio signal, and
generates a PWM signal based on a result of the comparison;
a controller which, based to a level of the audio signal,
controls the PWM unit to change a signal shape of the carrier
signal to adjust a duration of a logic high level of the PWM
signal; and a switching power unit which amplifies the
PWM signal generated by the PWM unit and outputs the
amplified PWM signal.

When the level of the audio signal is higher than a
predetermined standard level, the controller may control the
PWM unit to change the signal shape of the carrier signal so
as to reduce the duration of the logic high level of the PWM
signal.

When the level of the audio signal is lower than a
predetermined standard level, the controller may control the
PWM unit to change the signal shape of the carrier signal so
as to increase the duration of the logic high level of the
PWM signal.
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The controller may further include a storage unit which
stores information about the signal shape of the carrier
signal corresponding to the level of the audio signal.

The controller may control the PWM unit to change the
signal shape of the carrier signal so as to increase or reduce
the duration of the logic high level of the PWM signal for
each signal level period of the audio signal having different
range of levels of the audio signal.

The controller may control the PWM unit to change the
signal shape of the carrier signal so as to reduce the duration
of the logic high level of the PWM signal in a first period in
which a zero cross of the audio signal occurs.

The controller may control the PWM unit to change the
signal shape of the carrier signal so as to increase the
duration of the logic high level of the PWM signal in a
second period in which the level of the audio signal is equal
to or higher than an upper limit of the first period and is
lower than or equal to a predetermined standard level.

The controller may control the PWM unit to change the
signal shape of the carrier signal so as to reduce the duration
of the logic high level of the PWM signal in a third period
in which the level of the audio signal is equal to or higher
than the predetermined standard level.

The audio signal outputting apparatus may further include
a loop filter which detects an output level of the amplified
PWM signal and monitors whether the amplified PWM
signal exceeds a maximum output level.

The controller may receive a result of the monitoring from
the loop filter, and when the level of the amplified PWM
signal exceeds the maximum output level, the controller
may change the signal shape of the carrier signal so as to
reduce the duration of the logic high level of the PWM
signal.

According to an aspect of another exemplary embodi-
ment, there is provided a method of outputting an audio
signal, detecting a level of an audio signal; generating a
carrier signal having a signal shape that is changed based on
the detected level of the audio signal to adjust a duration of
a logic high level of a PWM signal; comparing a signal level
of the carrier signal with the level of the audio signal;
generating the PWM signal based on a result of the com-
paring; and amplifying the PWM signal and outputting the
amplified PWM signal.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other aspects will become more apparent
by describing in detail exemplary embodiments with refer-
ence to the attached drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an audio signal outputting
apparatus according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a detailed block diagram of a pulse width
modulation (PWM) unit of FIG. 1, according to an exem-
plary embodiment;

FIG. 3 shows examples of a carrier signal and a PWM
signal generated by the PWM unit of FIG. 2, according to an
exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 4 shows examples of a carrier signal and a PWM
signal generated by the PWM unit of FIG. 2, according to
another exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 5 shows examples of a carrier signal and a PWM
signal generated by the PWM unit of FIG. 2, according to
another exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 6 shows examples of a carrier signal and a PWM
signal generated by the PWM unit of FIG. 2 in detail,
according to an exemplary embodiment;
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FIG. 7 is a detailed block diagram of an audio signal
outputting apparatus corresponding to the audio signal out-
putting apparatus of FIG. 1, according to an exemplary
embodiment; and

FIG. 8 is a flowchart of a method of outputting an audio
signal, according to an exemplary embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, exemplary embodiments will be described
with reference to the attached drawings. Exemplary embodi-
ments may, however be embodied in many different forms
and should not be construed as being limited to the exem-
plary embodiments set forth herein; rather, these exemplary
embodiments are provided so that this disclosure will be
thorough and complete, and will fully convey the inventive
concept to those skilled in the art. In the drawings, like
reference numerals denote like elements. Hereinafter,
expressions such as “at least one of,” when preceding a list
of elements, modify the entire list of elements and do not
modify the individual elements of the list.

An audio amplifier system or an audio signal outputting
apparatus may be designed having a maximum output based
on a predetermined input level. In some cases, the audio
signal outputting apparatus may receive an audio signal
recorded at a level higher than a standard level. In this case,
an amplifier which outputs an audio signal in the audio
signal outputting apparatus receives excessive input.

When an audio signal recorded at a level higher than the
standard level is reproduced at a maximum volume level, the
audio signal outputting apparatus performs an operation that
exceeds the maximum output. That is, clipping may occur.
This operation may damage internal components of the
audio amplifier system, such as a digital amplifier, a speaker,
a switching mode power supply (SMPS), and the like. For
example, a speaker may be burned or cut and thus may not
generate a sound. Circuits of the SMPS or the digital
amplifier may be damaged due to an increase in an inner
temperature of the audio amplifier system.

In order to prevent the audio signal outputting apparatus
from performing an operation exceeding the maximum
output, an output gain may be controlled. The digital ampli-
fier may control output of a signal through pulse width
modulation (PWM) and may compress, expand, or boost a
size of an audio signal through PWM.

Herein, compression, expansion, or boost of a size of an
audio signal refers to changing a gain of an input audio
signal and outputting the input audio signal.

In an analog method, a gain of an input/output audio
signal may be controlled by using a variable gain amplifier
(VGA) or a voltage controlled amplifier. On the other hand,
in a digital method, a gain of an audio signal may be
controlled by using a separate signal processing block which
compresses or expands a signal.

As described above, in order to control output of an audio
signal, a separate amplifier or a processing block is used in
addition to a component for PWM. Thus, a method and
apparatus for outputting an audio signal and for minimizing
distortion of an audio signal while simplifying a processing
block for controlling a gain, according to one or more
exemplary embodiments will be described in detail.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an audio signal outputting
apparatus 100 according to an exemplary embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 1, the audio signal outputting apparatus
100 includes a controller 110, a PWM unit 120 and a
switching power unit 130.
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The controller 110 receives an audio signal and detects a
signal level of the received audio signal. In addition, accord-
ing to the detected level of the audio signal, the controller
110 controls the PWM unit 120 to change a signal shape of
a carrier signal so that a duration of a logic high level of a
PWM signal may be increased or decreased.

In detail, when a detected signal level is greater than a
predetermined standard level, the controller 110 controls the
PWM unit 120 to change a signal shape of a carrier signal
such that a duration of a logic high level of a PWM signal
may be decreased. For example, the controller 110 may
detect an average signal level of an input audio signal or a
peak signal level of the audio signal as a signal level of the
audio signal. In addition, the controller 110 may determine
a signal shape of a carrier signal corresponding to a detected
signal level of an audio signal, and output a change control
signal for outputting a carrier signal having the determined
signal shape to the PWM unit 120.

Herein, the predetermined standard level is an upper limit
value for determining whether an audio signal is a signal
that, when converted into a PWM signal or the like, and
finally output, exceeds a maximum output of the audio
signal outputting apparatus 100. That is, if a signal level of
an audio signal exceeds the predetermined standard level,
when the audio signal is finally reproduced, components of
the audio signal outputting apparatus 100 may be damaged.
The predetermined standard level may be designed to be a
value that is optimized according to at least one of maximum
output power, speaker performance, reliability of audio
equipment, and the like, which may be contained in product
specifications of the audio signal outputting apparatus 100.

In addition, a signal shape of a carrier signal may be
changed by the controller 110 in consideration of user
preference. For example, in a case of an audio signal with a
middle level, when a user wants to hear a sound at a higher
volume, the controller 110 may change a signal shape of a
carrier signal such that a duration of a logic high level of a
PWM signal may be increased during a period in which a
level of an audio signal is equal to or lower than the
predetermined standard level. That is, during a period in
which a level of an audio signal is equal to or lower than the
predetermined standard level, a volume may be increased.

The controller 110 may store a database obtained by
matching a level of an audio signal and information about a
signal shape of a carrier signal corresponding to the level to
each other. For example, the database may be stored in a
predetermined storage space (not shown) included in the
controller 110 or a separate storage space (not shown) of the
audio signal outputting apparatus 100. The database may be
designed or stored by at least one of a manufacturer and a
user of the audio signal outputting apparatus 100.

The PWM unit 120 generates a carrier signal with a signal
shape that is changed according to control of the controller
110 and compares the carrier signal and the audio signal so
as to generate a PWM signal. A detailed structure and
operation of the PWM unit 120 will be described with
reference to FIGS. 2 and 3.

The switching power unit 130 amplifies power of the
PWM signal generated by the PWM unit 120 so as to
generate an amplified PWM signal. For example, the switch-
ing power unit 130 amplifies an amplitude of the generated
PWM signal according to the maximum output of the audio
signal outputting apparatus 100 and outputs the amplified
PWM signal. While the audio signal outputting apparatus
100 according to the present exemplary embodiment
includes a switching power unit 130 to amplify the PWM
signal, it is understood that another exemplary embodiment
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is not limited thereto. For example, according to another
exemplary embodiment, the switching power unit 130 may
be omitted, and the audio signal outputting apparatus 100
may output the PWM signal without amplifying the gener-
ated PWM signal. Furthermore, it is understood that the
audio signal outputting apparatus 100 according to one or
more exemplary embodiments may output the PWM signal
to external speakers, to another device or circuit to process
the PWM signal, may output the PWM signal using internal
speakers, etc.

FIG. 2 is a detailed block diagram of the PWM unit 120
of FIG. 1, according to an exemplary embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 2, the PWM unit 120 may include a
carrier signal generator 210 and a PWM signal generator
220.

In response to change control signals input by the con-
troller 110, the carrier signal generator 210 generates carrier
signals corresponding to the change control signals. The
carrier signals are output having different signal shapes
according to the change control signals. Herein, a change
control signal contains information for changing a signal
shape of a carrier signal. For example, the change control
signal may contain information about a signal shape of a
carrier signal itself. In addition, if the carrier signal genera-
tor 210 contains information about carrier signals with a
plurality of signal shapes, each of change control signals
may contain information for reading one carrier signal from
among a plurality of carrier signals each having different
shape, for example, an address signal or the like.

The PWM signal generator 220 receives an audio signal
and a carrier signal, compares a signal level of the audio
signal and a signal level of the carrier signal and outputs a
PWM signal having a pulse width modulated according to a
result of the comparison. The generating of the PWM signal
will be described in detail with reference to FIG. 3.

FIG. 3 shows examples of a carrier signal and a PWM
signal generated by the PWM unit 120 of FIG. 2, according
to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 3 shows a case where a level of an audio signal
detected by the controller 110 is a middle level such as half
of magnitude. For example, when the level of the detected
audio signal is a middle level, an audio signal outputting
apparatus may not perform an operation that exceeds its
maximum output. Thus, a gain value of the audio signal does
not have to be adjusted. In addition, when a level of the
audio signal is a mean level, a carrier signal may be output
s0 as to generate a PWM signal having a duty ratio main-
tained at 50:50.

A gain in a case where a duty ratio is 50:50 when a level
of an audio signal is a mean level is referred to as a unity
gain. In addition, a carrier signal for generating a PWM
signal corresponding to the unity gain is referred to as a
unity gain carrier signal.

In FIG. 3, an X-axis represents time and a Y-axis represent
a signal level. In addition, the signal level may be in units of
voltage (V).

Referring to FIG. 3, in response to a change control
signal, the carrier signal generator 210 generates and outputs
a carrier signal 310 corresponding to the change control
signal.

The PWM signal generator 220 may compare a signal
level of the carrier signal 310 and a signal level of an audio
signal 320. When the signal level of the carrier signal 310 is
greater than the signal level of the audio signal 320, the
PWM signal generator 220 may output a PWM signal 330
at a logic low level. In addition, when the signal level of the
carrier signal 310 is less than the signal level of the audio
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6
signal 320, the PWM signal generator 220 may output the
PWM signal 330 at a logic high level.

For example, in a period from t1 to t2, in which the signal
level of the carrier signal 310 is higher than the signal level
of the audio signal 320, the PWM signal generator 220
outputs the PWM signal 330 at the logic low level. In a
period from t2 to t3, in which the signal level of the carrier
signal 310 is lower than the signal level of the audio signal
320, the PWM signal generator 220 outputs the PWM signal
330 at the logic high level.

The PWM unit 120 for outputting a carrier signal changed
according to a signal level of an audio signal detected by the
controller 110 will be described in detail with reference to
FIGS. 4 and 5.

FIG. 4 shows examples of a carrier signal and a PWM
signal generated by the PWM unit 120 of FIG. 2, according
to another exemplary embodiment.

When a level of an audio signal is lower than an average
recording level, a volume of an output sound may be low,
and thus user’s satisfaction with respect to sound quality
may be low. In this case, the average recording level may be
a level of an optimized audio signal at which a correspond-
ing audio signal outputting apparatus may operate while
maintaining a maximum output. As described above, an
audio signal outputting apparatus for outputting an audio
signal by using a digital amplifier may be designed having
a maximum output based on an average recording level.

Referring to FIG. 4, an output carrier signal correspond-
ing to when a level of an audio signal detected by the
controller 110 is lower than the average recording level is
illustrated. For example, the controller 110 detects a signal
level of an audio signal. The detected signal level is com-
pared with the average recording level, and if the detected
signal level is determined to be lower than the average
recording level, the carrier signal generator 210 may be
controlled so as to output a carrier signal for increasing a
gain value to increase a volume of an output signal.

The controller 110 may control the PWM unit 120 to
change a signal shape of a carrier signal 410 so as to increase
a duration of a logic high level of a PWM signal 430,
according to a level of an audio signal 420, as shown in FIG.
4. For example, when the level of the audio signal 420 is
lower than the average recording level or when, for example,
a peak level of the audio signal 420 is lower than the
above-described predetermined standard level, the control-
ler 110 may control the PWM unit 120 to change the signal
shape of the carrier signal 410 so as to increase the duration
of the logic high level of the PWM signal 430.

Compared to FIG. 3, when the signal shape of the carrier
signal 410 is close to that of FIG. 4, the duration of the logic
high level of the PWM signal 430 is increased. For example,
when the carrier signal 410 has the signal shape shown in
FIG. 4, the PWM signal 430 is output at a logic low level in
a period from t11 to t12, and is output at the logic high level
in a period from t12 to t13. That is, by changing the signal
shape of the carrier signal 410 according to control of the
controller 110, a gain of the audio signal 420 may be
increased and the volume of the output sound may also be
increased.

FIG. 5 shows examples of a carrier signal and a PWM
signal generated by the PWM unit 120 of FIG. 2, according
to another exemplary embodiment.

When a level of an audio signal is higher than an average
recording level, or when a peak level of the audio signal is
higher than the above-described predetermined standard
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level, an audio signal outputting apparatus may perform an
operation that exceeds its maximum output and may be
damaged.

Referring to FIG. 5, the controller 110 may control the
PWM unit 120 to change a signal shape of a carrier signal
510 so as to increase a duration of a logic low level of a
PWM signal 530, according to a level of an audio signal 520,
as shown in FIG. 5. For example, when the level of the audio
signal 520 is higher than the average recording level or
when, for example, a peak level of the audio signal 520 is
higher than the above-described predetermined standard
level, the controller 110 may control the PWM unit 120 to
change the signal shape of the carrier signal 510 so as to
increase the duration of the logic low level of the PWM
signal 530.

Compared to FIG. 3, when the signal shape of the carrier
signal 510 is close to that of FIG. 5, the duration of the logic
high level of the PWM signal 530 is increased. For example,
when the carrier signal 510 has a signal shape shown in FIG.
5, the PWM signal 530 is output at a logic low level in a
period from t21 to 122, and is output at the logic high level
in a period from 122 to t23. That is, by changing the signal
shape of the carrier signal 510 according to control of the
controller 110, a gain of the audio signal 520 may be reduced
and an audio signal outputting apparatus may be prevented
from performing an operation that exceeds its maximum
output

A signal shape of a carrier signal corresponding to a level
of an audio signal may be experimentally optimized and
designed in consideration with maximum output power,
reliability, or the like of an audio signal outputting apparatus.
In addition, as described above, the signal shape of the
carrier signal may be designed or stored by at least one
selected from the group consisting of a manufacturer and a
user of the audio signal outputting apparatus 100.

FIG. 6 shows examples of a carrier signal and a PWM
signal generated by the PWM unit 120 of FIG. 2, according
to an exemplary embodiment.

In addition, the controller 110 may change a signal shape
of a carrier signal so as to adjust (i.e., increase or reduce) a
duration of a logic high level of a PWM signal for each of
signal level periods of an audio signal.

Referring to FIG. 6, a carrier signal output according to
control of the controller 110 may have a signal shape for
increasing or reducing a duration of a logic high level of a
PWM signal for each signal level period. FIG. 6 shows a
magnified portion of a ¥ period of a carrier signal. That is,
the carrier signal shown in FIG. 6 corresponds to a %4 period
340 of the carrier signal 310 of FIG. 3. In addition, in order
to describe a change in a signal shape of a carrier signal by
the controller 110, a single gain carrier signal 620 having a
signal shape that is not changed is further shown.

The controller 110 may change a signal shape of a carrier
signal 610 so as to reduce a duration of a logic high level of
a PWM signal in a first period from 0 to V0 in which a level
of an audio signal is zero-crossing. In general, in a period in
which a signal level is almost 0, that is, zero-crossing, there
is much noise. Thus, the controller 110 may change a signal
shape of a carrier signal so as to reduce a gain in a period in
which a code is converted.

Referring to FIG. 6, the controller 110 may control the
signal shape of the carrier signal 610 so that a signal level
of the carrier signal 610 may have a greater value than a
signal level of the single gain carrier signal 620 in the first
period in which a code is converted. Thus, the carrier signal
generator 210 may output the carrier signal 610 having a
signal shape shown in FIG. 6. Accordingly, in a period from
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0 to V0 in which a code is converted, a duration of a logic
high level of a PWM is reduced and output.

That is, the controller 110 may control the PWM unit 120
to generate a carrier signal functioning as a compressor for
reducing a gain value in the first period.

In addition, the controller 110 may change the signal
shape of the carrier signal 610 so as to increase a duration
of a logic high level of a PWM signal in a second period in
which a level of an audio signal is equal to or greater than
a V0 level and is smaller than or equal to a V3 level, wherein
the V0 level is an upper limit of the first period and the V3
level is a predetermined standard level. In the second period
from the V0 level to the V3 level, although a volume is
increased, the audio signal outputting apparatus 100 may not
perform an operation that exceeds the maximum output.
Thus, in the second period, user’s satisfaction with respect
to sound quality may be increased by increasing the volume.

Referring to FIG. 6, the carrier signal 610 has a signal
level smaller than that of the single gain carrier signal 620
in the second period. When an audio signal having a V1
level is input, the carrier signal 610 may increase a duration
of a logic high level of a PWM signal by a period 650 based
on the single gain carrier signal 620. In addition, when an
audio signal having a V2 level, that is, a half value of a
signal level V5 corresponding to the maximum output, is
input, the carrier signal 610 may increase a duration of a
logic high level of a PWM signal by a period 651 based on
the single gain carrier signal 620.

That is, the controller 110 may control the PWM unit 120
to generate a carrier signal functioning as a booster for
increasing a gain value in the second period, that is, an
intermediate signal level period.

In addition, the controller 110 may change a signal shape
of a carrier signal so as to reduce a duration of a logic high
level of a PWM signal in a third period in which a level of
an audio signal is equal to or greater than V3.

Referring to FIG. 6, the carrier signal 610 has a signal
level greater than that of the single gain carrier signal 620 in
the third period. A lower limit of the second period may be
the above-described predetermined standard level, and an
upper limit of the second period may be a signal level V5
corresponding to the maximum output. For example, when
an audio signal having the signal level V5 is input, the audio
signal outputting apparatus 100 may output a sound at a
maximum volume from among sounds that are capable of
being output.

When an audio signal having a level V4 is input, the
carrier signal 610 may reduce a duration of a logic high level
of 'a PWM signal by a period 652 based on the single gain
carrier signal 620.

That is, the controller 110 may control the PWM unit 120
to generate a carrier signal functioning as a compressor for
reducing a gain value in the third period.

As described above with reference to FIGS. 4 through 6,
the audio signal outputting apparatus 100 changes a signal
shape of a carrier signal according to a signal level of an
audio signal and generates the carrier signal. Thus, a gain
value may be directly adjusted during generation of a PWM
signal without including or using a compressor or a booster,
as a separate circuit block for adjusting a gain value. That is,
by changing a signal shape of a carrier signal and generating
the carrier signal, without performing a separate operation of
adjusting a gain, a gain may be directly adjusted during
generation of a PWM signal.

Thus, a structure of the audio signal outputting apparatus
100 may be simplified, and a PWM signal having a gain
value that is relatively rapidly adjusted may be generated. In
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addition, power consumption may be reduced by removing
power consumed in a separate circuit block for adjusting a
gain value.

As described with reference to FIG. 6, the audio signal
outputting apparatus 100 may remove noise and may
increase a volume by reducing or increasing a duration of a
logic high level of a PWM signal for each respective signal
level.

In addition, by changing a signal shape of a carrier signal,
the audio signal outputting apparatus 100 may be controlled
s0 as not to perform an operation that exceeds the maximum
output. Thus, the audio signal outputting apparatus 100 may
be prevented from being damaged and operational reliability
of the audio signal outputting apparatus 100 may be
increased.

FIG. 7 is a detailed block diagram of an audio signal
outputting apparatus 700 corresponding to the audio signal
outputting apparatus 100 of FIG. 1, according to another
exemplary embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 7, the audio signal outputting apparatus
700 may further include a loop filter 740 and a speaker unit
750 in addition to the audio signal outputting apparatus 100
of FIG. 1. A controller 710, a PWM unit 720 and a switching
power unit 730 correspond to the controller 110, and the
PWM unit 120 and the switching power unit 130, respec-
tively, that have been described with reference to FIGS. 1
and 2, and thus their detailed descriptions will be omitted.

The speaker unit 750 receives a PWM signal amplified by
the switching unit 730, converts the PWM signal into a
sound signal that is audible to human ears, and outputs the
sound signal.

The loop filter 740 detects an output level of the amplified
PWM signal output from the switching power unit 730. In
addition, the loop filter 740 monitors whether the output
level of the amplified PWM signal exceeds the maximum
output level of the audio signal outputting apparatus 100.

The controller 710 receives a result of the monitoring
from the loop filter 740. In addition, when it is determined
that the output level of the amplified PWM signal exceeds
the maximum output level, the controller 710 control the
PWM unit 720 to change a signal shape of a carrier signal
s0 as to reduce a duration of a logic high level of the PWM
signal. For example, the controller 710 may limit a level of
an audio signal to a maximum output level in a period in
which an audio signal exceeds the maximum output level. In
addition, the controller 710 may control the PWM unit 720
s0 as to generate a carrier signal for reducing a gain value.
The generation of the carrier signal for reducing a gain value
has been described with reference to FIG. 5, and thus its
detailed description is omitted.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart of a method of outputting an audio
signal, according to an exemplary embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 8, the method according to an exem-
plary embodiment includes detecting a level of an audio
signal received by the controller 110 (Operation 810).

According to the detected level of the audio signal, a
signal shape of a carrier signal is changed so as to increase
or reduce a duration of a logic high level of a PWM signal,
and the carrier signal is generated (Operation 820). For
example, the controller 110 may output a change control
signal for changing the signal shape of the carrier signal to
the PWM unit 120, and the PWM unit 120, in particular, the
carrier signal generator 210, may generate the carrier signal
according to the change control signal output by the con-
troller 110.

Signal levels of the carrier signal and the audio signal are
compared so as to generate the PWM signal (Operation
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10
830). Operation 830 may be performed in the PWM unit
120, in particular, in the PWM signal generator 220.

Power of the PWM signal is amplified and the amplified
PWM signal is output (Operation 840). Operation 840 may
be performed by the switching power unit 130.

In addition, the method according to the present embodi-
ment may further include changing the amplified PWM
signal to a sound signal and outputting the sound signal
(Operation 850). Operation 850 may be performed by the
speaker unit 750.

The technical spirit and configurations of operations of
the method of outputting an audio signal according to an
exemplary embodiment as described above are identical or
similar to those of an audio signal outputting apparatus as
described above with reference to FIGS. 1 through 7, and
thus detailed descriptions thereof will be omitted.

While not restricted thereto, an exemplary embodiment
can be embodied as computer-readable code on a computer-
readable recording medium. The computer-readable record-
ing medium is any data storage device that can store data
that can be thereafter read by a computer system. Examples
of the computer-readable recording medium include read-
only memory (ROM), random-access memory (RAM), CD-
ROMs, magnetic tapes, floppy disks, and optical data stor-
age devices. The computer-readable recording medium can
also be distributed over network-coupled computer systems
so that the computer-readable code is stored and executed in
a distributed fashion. Also, an exemplary embodiment may
be written as a computer program transmitted over a com-
puter-readable transmission medium, such as a carrier wave,
and received and implemented in general-use or special-
purpose digital computers that execute the programs. More-
over, one or more units of the audio signal outputting
apparatus can include a processor or microprocessor execut-
ing a computer program stored in a computer-readable
medium.

While the exemplary embodiments have been particularly
shown and described above, it will be understood by those
of ordinary skill in the art that various changes in form and
details may be made therein without departing from the
spirit and scope of the present inventive concept as defined
by the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An audio signal outputting apparatus comprising:

a pulse width modulation (PWM) unit which generates a
carrier signal, compares a signal level of the carrier
signal with a signal level of an audio signal, and
generates a PWM signal based on a result of the
comparison;

a controller which, based on a level of the audio signal,
controls the PWM unit to set a signal shape of the
carrier signal to prevent the audio signal outputting
apparatus from performing an operation exceeding a
maximum output; and

a switching power unit which amplifies the PWM signal
generated by the PWM unit and outputs the amplified
PWM signal,

wherein a duration of a logic high level of the PWM
signal and a gain of the audio signal are changed based
on the signal shape of the carrier signal.

2. The audio signal outputting apparatus of claim 1,
wherein, when the level of the audio signal is higher than a
predetermined standard level, the controller controls the
PWM unit to change the signal shape of the carrier signal to
reduce the duration of the logic high level of the PWM
signal.
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3. The audio signal outputting apparatus of claim 1,
wherein, when the level of the audio signal is lower than a
predetermined standard level, the controller controls the
PWM unit to change the signal shape of the carrier signal to
increase the duration of the logic high level of the PWM
signal.
4. The audio signal outputting apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the controller further comprises a storage unit
which stores information about the signal shape of the
carrier signal corresponding to the level of the audio signal.
5. The audio signal outputting apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the controller controls the PWM unit to change the
signal shape of the carrier signal to adjust the duration of the
logic high level of the PWM signal for each signal level
period of the audio signal having a different range of levels
of the audio signal.
6. The audio signal outputting apparatus of claim 5,
wherein the controller controls the PWM unit to change the
signal shape of the carrier signal to reduce the duration of the
logic high level of the PWM signal in a first period in which
a zero cross of the audio signal occurs.
7. The audio signal outputting apparatus of claim 6,
wherein the controller controls the PWM unit to change the
signal shape of the carrier signal to increase the duration of
the logic high level of the PWM signal in a second period in
which the level of the audio signal is equal to or greater than
an upper limit of the first period and is less than or equal to
a predetermined standard level.
8. The audio signal outputting apparatus of claim 7,
wherein the controller controls the PWM unit to change the
signal shape of the carrier signal to reduce the duration of the
logic high level of the PWM signal in a third period in which
the level of the audio signal is equal to or greater than the
predetermined standard level.
9. The audio signal outputting apparatus of claim 1,
further comprising a loop filter which detects an output level
of the amplified PWM signal and monitors whether the
amplified PWM signal exceeds a maximum output level.
10. The audio signal outputting apparatus of claim 9,
wherein the controller receives a result of the monitoring
from the loop filter, and
wherein, when the level of the amplified PWM signal
exceeds the maximum output level, the controller con-
trols the PWM unit to change the signal shape of the
carrier signal to reduce the duration of the logic high
level of the PWM signal.
11. The audio signal outputting apparatus of claim 1,
further comprising a speaker unit which receives the ampli-
fied PWM signal, changes the amplified PWM signal to a
sound signal, and outputs the sound signal.
12. A method of outputting an audio signal, the method
comprising:
detecting a level of an audio signal;
generating a carrier signal having a signal shape that is set
based on the detected level of the audio signal to
prevent the audio signal outputting apparatus from
performing an operation exceeding a maximum output;

comparing a signal level of the carrier signal with a signal
level of the audio signal;

generating the PWM signal based on a result of the

comparing; and
amplifying the PWM signal and outputting the amplified
PWM signal,

wherein a duration of a logic high level of the PWM
signal and a gain of the audio signal are changed based
on the signal shape of the carrier signal.
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13. The method of claim 12, wherein the generating the
carrier signal having the signal shape that is changed based
on the detected level of the audio signal comprises changing
the signal shape of the carrier signal, when the level of the
audio signal is higher than a predetermined standard level,
to reduce the duration of the logic high level of the PWM
signal.

14. The method of claim 12, wherein the generating the
carrier signal having the signal shape that is changed based
on the detected level of the audio signal comprises, when the
level of the audio signal is lower than a predetermined
standard level, changing the signal shape of the carrier signal
to increase the duration of the logic high level of the PWM
signal.

15. The method of claim 12, further comprising storing
information about the signal shape of the carrier signal
corresponding to the level of the audio signal.

16. The method of claim 12, wherein the generating the
carrier signal having the signal shape that is changed based
on the detected level of the audio signal comprises changing
the signal shape of the carrier signal to adjust the duration of
the logic high level of the PWM signal for each signal level
period of the audio signal having different range of levels of
the audio signal.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the changing the
signal shape of the carrier signal comprises changing the
signal shape of the carrier signal to reduce the duration of the
logic high level of the PWM signal in a first period in which
a zero cross of the audio signal occurs.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the changing the
signal shape of the carrier signal comprises changing the
signal shape of the carrier signal to increase the duration of
the logic high level of the PWM signal in a second period in
which the level of the audio signal is equal to or greater than
an upper limit of the first period and is less than or equal to
a predetermined standard level.

19. The method of claim 18, wherein the changing of the
signal shape of the carrier signal comprises changing the
signal shape of the carrier signal to reduce the duration of the
logic high level of the PWM signal in a third period in which
the level of the audio signal is equal to or greater than the
predetermined standard level.

20. The method of claim 12, further comprising detecting
an output level of the amplified PWM signal and determin-
ing whether the output level of the amplified PWM signal
exceeds a maximum output level.

21. The method of claim 20, further comprising, when it
is determined that the output level of the amplified PWM
signal exceeds the maximum output level, changing the
signal shape of the carrier signal to reduce the duration of the
logic high level of the PWM signal.

22. The method of claim 12, further comprising changing
the amplified PWM signal to a sound signal and outputting
the sound signal.

23. A method of outputting an audio signal, the method
comprising:

generating a carrier signal;

comparing a signal level of the carrier signal with a signal

level of an audio signal;

generating a pulse width modulation (PWM) signal based

on a result of the comparing; and

controlling a duration of a logic high level of the PWM

signal by setting a signal shape of the carrier signal
according to a level of the audio signal to prevent the
audio signal outputting apparatus from performing an
operation exceeding a maximum output.
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